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BULLETIN OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART 



IN MEMORIAM 
ROBERT GORDON 

IT is with deep regret that we record 
the death of one of the two surviving in- 
corporators of the Museum, Robert Gor- 
don, which occurred on May 16, 1918, at 
the home of his son-in-law at Chewton 
Glen, Christchurch, England. By Mr. 
Gordon's death Theodore Weston becomes 
the only living representative of that group 
of twenty-eight men who in 1870 built for 
the future. Mr. Gordon had also the dis- 
tinction of being the first person to sub- 
scribe to the fund which it was proposed to 
raise for the new museum, his gift of $500 
being received on May 10, 1870. In fact, 
Mr. Gordon's part in the early years of the 
history of the Museum was intimate and 
important; he was a Patron of the Museum, 
a Trustee from 1870 to 1884, Treasurer 
from 1 87 1 to 1872, a member of the Execu- 
tive Committee from 1870 to 1871 and 
again from 1874 to 1875, and of the Audit- 
ing Committee from 1875 to 1884. He con- 
tinued to be identified with the work of the 
Museum up to the day of his departure 
from New York in 1884, when he had 
decided to return to Scotland, his native 
land. But during a temporary residence 
in London he was sought out by the late 
Junius S. Morgan, grandfather of the 
present John Pierpont Morgan, and in- 
duced to become a member of the British 
firm of J. S. Morgan & Co., as he continued 
to be till 1903, when he retired from business 
and lived the life of a country gentleman. 

Although since 1884 Mr. Gordon had 
made his home in England, he retained a 



lively interest in the progress of the Mu- 
seum that he helped to found, as evidenced 
by his friendly letters and by his generous 
gifts from time to time. One of his recent 
letters (1914) contains this paragraph: 

"With nearly all of the Original Founders 
I was on intimate terms of friendship and 
the reading of the names has recalled many 
sad memories. I see that Mr. Choate and 
Mr. Weston, with myself, are now the sole 
survivors of the 28 good men who started 
the work which has had such a marvellous 
growth. I should dearly love to see the 
Museum which has made such progress 
since I last saw it in 1894. It may amuse 
you to hear that at one time during my 
acting as Treasurer I was under a cash 
advance of about $20,000 and you will 
probably find on the records that the then 
contents of the Museum were held to secure 
me! Changed times!" 

His last gift was two well-known paint- 
ings — Sandford Gifford's Tivoli and Alex- 
ander H. Wyant's An Old Clearing — re- 
ceived in 191 2 with gratitude for their in- 
trinsic worth and as an expression of a life- 
long interest on the part of the donor. 

The high esteem in which Mr. Gordon 
was held by his old-time associates is shown 
by the fact that twice during his visits in 
New York, in 1886 and again in 1894, they 
arranged for dinners in his honor. On the 
menu of one of these, in the handwriting 
of Theodore Weston, is found a tribute 
that may appropriately be quoted here: 

"Mr. Gordon was one of the staunchest 
friends of the Museum from its incorpora- 
tion, its steady supporter and most ef- 
ficient Trustee." 
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